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austerities. In the eightieth year of his age he was seized with a periodical
fever, with violent night sweats. After passing the night almost without
sleep and in an agony of pain, he never failed to rise at four in the morning,
to spend three hours in prayer, to say mass every day (except on the three
first days of his annual retreat, according to the custom he had established),
and to exert, as usual, his indefatigable zeal in the exercises of charity and
religion. He even redoubled his diligence in giving his last instructions
to his spiritual children; and recited every day after mass the prayers of
the church for persons in their agony, with the recommendation of the
soul and other preparatory acts for his last hour. Alexander VII, in con-
sideration of the extreme weakness to which his health was reduced, sent
him a brief to dispense him from reciting his breviary; but, before it
arrived, the servant of God had finished the course of his labours. Having
received the last sacraments and given his last advice, he calmly expired
in his chair, on the 27th of September 1660, being fourscore and five years
old. He was buried in the Church of St Lazarus, in Paris, with an extra-
ordinary concourse and pomp. An account of several predictions of this
servant of God, and some miraculous cures performed by him whilst alive,
may be read in his life written by Collet,1 with a great number of miracles
wrought through his intercession, after his death, at Paris, Angiers, Sens
in Italy, &c. Mr Bonnet, superior of the seminary at Chartres, afterwards
general of the congregation, by imploring the saint's intercession, was
healed instantaneously of an inveterate entire rupture, called by the
physicians entero-epiplo-celle, which had been declared by the ablest surgeons
absolutely incurable; this miracle was approved by Cardinal Noailles,
Several like cures of fevers, hemorrhages, palsies, dysenteries, and other
distempers were juridically proved. A girl eight years old, both dumb
and lame, was cured by a second Novena, or nine days' devotion, per-
formed for her by her mother in honour of St Vincent. His body was
visited by Cardinal Noailles in presence of many witnesses in 1712, and
found entire and fresh, and the linen cloths in the same condition as if
they were new. The tomb was then shut up again. This ceremony is
usually performed before the beatification of a servant of God, though the
incorruption of the body by itself is not regarded as a miraculous proof
at Rome or elsewhere, as Collet remarks.1 After the ordinary rigorous
examinations of the conduct, heroic virtues, and miracles of this saint at
Rome, Pope Benedict XIII performed with great solemnity the ceremony
of his beatification in 1729. Upon the publication of the brief thereof,
the Archbishop of Paris caused the grave to be again opened. The lady
marechale of Noailles, the marshal her son, and many other persons were
present; but the flesh on the legs and head appeared corrupted, which
alteration, from the state in which it was found twenty-seven years before,
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